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to persuade them to think of themselves as Jugoslavs.
In southern Serbia the people had quickly to set
aside the Bulgarian language and speak Serb. As their
native dialect is something between the two that was not
so difficult. But they thought of themselves as Mace-
donians. There was a Moslem minority which was
unchangeably Turkish.

In the Voivodina there were large Hungarian and
German minorities who had no inclination to identify
themselves with the new state. This province had sent
representatives to the Hungarian parliament, but the
peasant masses were without votes.

The Slovenes were better prepared than most,
having enjoyed adult suffrage since 1907. They sent
a compact body of Slovene representatives to the
Austrian Parliament and had attained a higher degree of
political development than the Croats. They proved
in the upshot more capable of assimilating the political
conception of Jugoslavia.

It is not surprising that when the representatives of
all these races and sections came to Belgrade, confusion
was worse confounded. The reverse of the Pentecostal
miracle was achieved. They spoke with tongues and
none could understand them. Parliament was a col-
lection of minorities unwilling to cohere to obtain ends
which they had in common. Speeches were loud,
emphatic and unrestrained. No one was able to
convince anyone else on the floor of the house. From
the first Alexander was exasperated. What a contrast
to the esprit de corps, the unanimity, the ordered purpose
of the army! Politicians are the soldiers of peace, but
they showed themselves as untrained men, far less
efficient than the soldiers of war. The soldiers had been
first-class: the politicians were no class at all,

But still the political experiment was begun honestly.
The elections were free. There was no interference
on the part of King Peter or of the Regent Alexander.
The framing of the new constitution was left to the